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Coming Events
  September 10, 2016

 Weaverville Open Fiddle and Piano Contest

 Weaverville, CA

  September 17-18, 2016 

 Fiddlin' Down the Tracks 

Tahachapi, CA

SATURDAY, September 17, 2016
Fiddletown , CA

Street Fair & Fiddle Contest

  October 21-22, 2016
 Western Open Fiddle Championships

 Red Bluff, CA

 

 November 12, 2016
 Grassy Green Picking and Fiddling Contest

 Death Valley, CA

 For more informa�on call Bill Whi�ield at 209.402.3881

April 11-15, 2017
Julian Family Fiddle Camp

Camp Cedar Glen ---- Julian, CA

To:  All members of the CSOTFA
From:  Sharon Barre�, President CSOTFA and Ruth 
Oveland, Chairman of the Board of Directors

The last revision to the CSOTFA ByLaws occurred in 1993. 
At the direc�on of the current CSOTFA Board of Directors, 
an Ad Hoc Bylaws commi�ee was formed to review and 
revise the ByLaws to bring them more in compliance with 
the current prac�ces of our organiza�on.  The members 
of this commi�ee were Doug Dempster, past Director of 
District 5; Tex Ash, Director District 6; Ruth Oveland, 
District 8 and Chairman of the Board of Directors; Josie 
Rosica, District 6 and CSOTFA Secretary; and Sharon 
Barre�, District 6 and President of CSOTFA.  They met 
four �mes, and have worked diligently to upgrade and 
amend the badly out-of-date ByLaws, with the primary 
objec�ve to align the Bylaws with current prac�ces in the 
CSOTFA.

Some changes were simple fixes such as the grammar, 
punctua�on, and bringing informa�on up to date, while 
others were revised to reflect how our organiza�on is 
opera�ng currently.  The ByLaws are developed to reflect 
what we are doing individually (as in each District) as well 
as collec�vely (as an en�re group).  These indicate a 
standard of prac�ce.  Some of these old standards were 

out-dated and no longer applicable, so revisions were 
made.  A few addi�ons were made to show our group, 
and others, how we operate and includes our mission 
statement of perpetua�ng the heritage of old �me 
fiddling and music.

At its mee�ng on August 20, 2016, the CSOTFA Board of 
Directors unanimously approved the revised Bylaws.  
Each Director is now responsible for dissemina�ng the 
Bylaws to the members in his/her District.  Along with 
each District's fall elec�on of officers, the membership of 
CSOTFA will also be asked whether or not to accept the 
revised Bylaws.  The plan is that upon acceptance of a 
majority of a quorum of the adult membership of 
CSOTFA, the Board of Directors will officially ra�fy the 
revised Bylaws and they will go into effect a�er the 
March 2017 Board of Directors mee�ng.

Many thanks go to the members of the Bylaws commi�ee 
for all of their hard work.  It truly took a group effort!  If 
you have any ques�ons, contact your District Director; 
Chairman of the Board, Ruth Oveland; or President of 
CSOTFA, Sharon Barre�.  



District 1 Report

District 2 Report

District 4 Report

The summer has passed quickly, and with fall in the air, District 1 has activities planned.  We will be 
participating in the Palermo parade at the Palermo Community Festival September 17.  Fiddlers and pickers 
will perform from the District 1 trailer as it is pulled by one of our members' truck.   Then  the  Salmon Festival 
takes place on September 24, in Oroville.  Our fiddle kids are featured in this community event that draws lots 
of families.  It's a great opportunity for the little ones to try playing a solo with the back up and support from 
the older members.

Members performed at the Berry Creek Festival in Berry Creek (12 miles east of Oroville) on August 13.  
When they weren't playing music they had the opportunity to eats lots and lots of homemade berry pie.

District 1 continues to entertain the residents of Country Crest Retirement Living the first Sunday of every 
month.  There is a loyal group of fans that show up every time, and they do love those old country songs.  The 

st rd
fiddle group workshops continue on the 1  and 3  Mondays of each month at the Bolt Museum, and our jams 

thare the 4  Sunday of every month at the Oroville Senior Center, 1335 Myers St, Oroville.  For information 
about joining us for any of our activities, contact Jimi Beeler, 530 282 3205.

The 2016 California State Fiddle Contest photos are 
posted at and They are divided in to two groups: 
Finalists and Contest
http://fiddling.dateq.net/

And the videos are at: 
 http://youTube.com/FiddleSupporter Fiddle Wrangler

District 3 Report

Nothing Reported

Nothing Reported

Nothing Reported

http://fiddling.dateq.net/
http://fiddling.dateq.net/
http://youTube.com/FiddleSupporter


District 5 Report

Our enthusiastic fiddle kids will take center stage on Sunday, Oct. 2 at a combined concert-jam-barbecue 
on the wooded grounds of our usual monthly meeting place, the Grange Hall at 5807 Walnut Ave., 
Orangevale. Eric Anderson, who teaches many of our youngsters including his own 7-year old Owen, will 
be in charge of this approximately 10th such event to give child members a chance to star on fiddle and 
various other stringed instruments. Who knows - one may become the next Mark O'Connor. The event will 
run from about 1-4 p.m. Everyone is welcome, especially kids. You don't have to be a member or from our 
geographic area (centered on Sacramento). If you want more info, be sure to contact me at 916-489-3856 
or email (preferred): hwy95@hotmail.com 

We now have 3 monthly jams sponsored by members besides our normal regular monthly jam at the 
Grange Hall on the 2nd Sunday. The other three are:

1. Gospel/country jam, 1st Thursday (6:30-9 p.m.) in the community room of Stonegate Mobile Home 
Park, 7368 Whyte Ave., Citrus Heights (info: Jan Leathers, 916-595-3463).

2. Preston's Lakeview jam, 1st Saturday (12 noon to 4 p.m.) in community room of Lakeview Village 
MHP, 6211 Summerset Lane, Citrus Heights (info: Karen Hellar, 916-572-0692). This one honors the late 
Preston Biggers, who served in most of the District 5 offices and started the jam some 20 years ago.

3. A new one, 4th Sunday (6-8 p.m.) at Velocity Pizza, 4894 San Juan Ave., Fair Oaks (info, Mary 
McGown, 916-233-9969).

Everyone - beginners, experts, listeners - are welcome at all our jams.

Be sure not to forget the annual fiddle festival at aptly named Fiddletown, a tiny Gold Rush era village in 
Amador County about 40 miles east of Sacramento. This annual event, held something like 64 years, 
happens Sat. Sept. 17 from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. and includes a fiddle contest, performances, a horseshoe 
tournament, crafts booths, good food and good jamming. The festivities occur on the town's main street 
which is blocked off. There's a free shuttle between parking & Main St. For details click fiddletownca.org 
or call 209-296-0918.

--Doug Dempster

Carl

Karen

Don

Nick



District 6 Report
With Summer events beginning to wind down, District 6 
is reflec�ng on the huge success of their Second Annual 
Summer Mountain Music and Arts Fes�val. A�endance 
was up this year and everyone enjoyed the perfect 
weather and the beau�ful se�ng at the Cedar Crest 
Vineyards in Manton, California. Those a�ending were 
treated to a day of music provided by eleven bands 
from throughout the state, on two stages, arts, cra�s, 
ac�vi�es for the kids, great food, and award winning 
wine and cra� beer. Our fes�val planning commi�ee 
has reason to relax a bit and celebrate their combined 
efforts that helped stage another amazing music and 
arts fes�val. Check out our event on Facebook at 
<www.facebook.com/Summer-Mountain-Music-and-
ArtsFes�val>. There will be a slight change to our 
normal scheduled monthly events beginning in 
September. Our First Sunday of the Month event held at 
the St. James Lutheran Church Community Room will 
con�nue with a Free Concert and Open Mic, as 
scheduled but our Fourth Sunday of the Month Event at 
the Millville Grange Hall in Palo Cedro will be changed 
to the Third Sunday of the Month. All of the details 
about our upcoming events can be found on our 
website at <h�p://www.northstatefiddlers.com>. In 
addi�on to our members playing for several assisted 
living facili�es and the Redding Veterans Home 
throughout the month one of our bands, The Old 
Kenne� String Band,  will also be playing at the 
McCloud Mountain Bluegrass Fes�val on September 
10th and 11th. For details check the website at 
<www.mccloudchamber.com>. On September 25th 
several of our bands will be providing the music and 

entertainment for the Annual Arts in the Park and 
Ducky Derby event held at Caldwell park in Redding, 
California. This is an all day event with arts and cra�s 
along with some great local vendors providing the food 
and drinks. For more details check the website at         
<www.reddingduckyderby.com>. Another big event that 
will be coming up on October 1st is the Manton Apple 
Fes�val. They are expec�ng thousands of folks to flock 
to the hills again for this wonderful annual event. 
Several of our musicians will be providing the 
entertainment throughout the day. For more 
informa�on about the upcoming fes�val check  
<www.mantonapple.com>. The fourth weekend in 
October, Thursday 10/20 through Saturday 10/22, plan 
on joining us at the California State Western Open 
Fiddle Contest in Red Bluff, California. The Western 
Open has provided mo�va�on and a showcase for 
hundreds of youngsters of all ages who prac�ce all year 
for this event. Old friends and new get together this 
week and everyone revels in the wholesome family 
atmosphere. The toe-tapping music resonates from 
every nook and cranny of the Red Bluff Elks Lodge, and 
"fiddling around" during Fiddle Week has become an 
October tradi�on in Tehama County. The old-�me 
tunes, passed down through the years, are heard once 
again. For all the details check the website at 
<www.westernopenfiddle.com>. And that's all the news 
that is worth sharing from District 6. Have a great Fall 
and enjoy some cooler weather and the seasons begin 
to change again.



District 7 Report

Nothing Reported

Greetings from District 8! 

Autumn is just around the corner! I'm kidding, right? Did summer happen? Where did it go? The only tangible evidence 
is the heat! We are very proud to report several new members over the past few months. Fall events include the 
reinstating of artistry hoaning workshops, hopefully cooler weather for our semi-monthly jams and our much loved, 
much anticipated annual Barbecue. On September 25, we look forward to the bestest, yummiest and deliciousest food 
on one table, the most fun and fellowship in Southern California and the loveliest bouquet of tunes ever gathered. If 
you're in our area, on the second or fourth Sunday of every month, at 1:30 P.M., you have an open invitation to stop by 
and say howdy!

District 8 Report

District 9 Report

District 9 has increased in membership and we feel it's due to our Facebook page and our website. The people join us 

each month, usually first as guests, and then choose to become members.  This is exci�ng for us!!!

We've had a few opportuni�es to play in venues outside of our monthly jams.  These opportuni�es have been well 

received and many have asked us back to play again.

We have recently lost one of our Life�me members, Ruth Vandiver. We are s�ll feeling her loss and will remember her 

with great affec�on.

We have to commend several of our members as they work so very hard to get our jams set up, our potluck lunch ready 

to go, and, of course, the clean up and put things away.  A big THANK YOU to Larry Sanders, Al Teixeira, Mark Kalvig, John 

Kalvig, Karen Meisenheimer, Aileen McAdoo, and Edna Spangler. Hopefully I haven't forgo�en others.

The District 9 Board of Officers held their 3rd mee�ng of the year.  Discussion included publicity for our jams, 

membership recruitment for fiddlers and kids, cost/s of the rent for our facili�es, planning ahead for our Christmas Jam, 

and work at ge�ng nomina�ons for officers for next year.  Then we got to eat and jam.
thWe con�nue to welcome all of you who may be in the east San Francisco bay area on the 4  Sunday of the month.  Check 

out our Website and Facebook page for �me and loca�on.



District 10 Report
The theme for District 10 is contests. 

First, on September 8, the Heirloom Expo includes 
an afternoon contest. You’ll find the rules and prize 
information at . http://theheirloomexpo.com/forms/
It takes place at the Sonoma County Fairgrounds, 
1300 Bennett Valley Road, Santa Rosa, CA. 
Overall event info is at 
http://theheirloomexpo.com. For detailed contest 
questions, such as “What time does it start?” call 
707-773-1336 or 417-924-8917. You can also 
email info@theheirloomexpo.com with questions. 
District 10 is advising the expo on fiddle contest 
rules, but it is not a CSOTFA event. 

The Cloverdale Fiddle Festival is on for 2017! No 
fooling, it is scheduled for April 1st. Details are 
still in the works, but a combination of competition 
and great entertainment is to be expected. Place 

this event on your calendar. This event is now 
produced by CSOTFA District 10 in association 
with the Sonoma County Folk Society. We’ll 
update you each issue between now and the 
Festival. 

District 10’s next jam will be September 17 at 
about 12:30 p.m. in Cloverdale. It’s preceded by a 
District board meeting at 11:00 at the Cloverdale 
Historical Society, 215 N. Cloverdale Boulevard, 
Cloverdale, CA. Meet up with us for the meeting; 
then we’ll repair to one of the local dining 
establishments that welcomes us and our music. 

As always, find jams and other events in the 
District 10 territory at . http://csotfa10.org/

District 14 Report

Nothing Reported

http://theheirloomexpo.com/forms/
http://theheirloomexpo.com
http://csotfa10.org/


DISTRICT MEETING LOCATIONS, DATES, AND TIMES: 
District 1: Feather River Senior Center 1335 Meyer St. Oroville 4th Sunday 1:00-5:00 p.m. 
District 2: Brooks Ranch Restaurant, Hwy 99 & Chestnut : Fresno call for dates/times 2nd Sunday 2pm. 
District 3: 21100 Lonely Lane, Tehachapi Ca 2nd Saturday 2:00-5:00 p.m. 
District 4: Orange Thorpe Pk. Activity Bldg., 1414 Brookhurst Fullerton Ca 1st Sunday 1:00-4:00 p.m. 
District 5: Orangevale Grange, 5807 Walnut Ave. Orangevale Ca 2nd Sunday 1:00-5:00 p.m. 
District 6: St. James Lutheran Church 2500 Shasta View Blvd. Redding, CA - First Sunday of each month 1:00 PM - 4:30 PM and 
Millville Grange Hall, 22037 Old Fourty-Four Drive, Palo Cedro, CA - Fourth Sunday each month 2:00 PM - 4:00 PM.
Web site: www.csotfa.org 
District 7: District 7: Terrace Est. Club Room, 1815 Sweetwater Rd. Spring Valley, CA, 2nd Sunday 12:00-3:00 p.m. 
Rancho San Diego Public Library, 11555 Via Rancho San Diego, El Cajon 4th Sunday 12:00-3:00p.m.
District 8: Oak View Community Center, 18 Valley Rd. Oak View Ca 2nd & 4th Sunday 1:30-4:00 p.m. 
District 9: United Methodist Church, 19806 Wisteria St., Castro Valley Ca 4th Sunday 1:30-5:00 p.m. 
District 10: Redwood Café, Cotati 4th Sun.+ traveling jam: call Mark Hogan 707-829-8012 or Katy Bridges 415-331-9661 

District 14: Methodist Church Pre School, 8th & Olive, El Centro. Sept 15 to May 30. 1st & 3rd Sunday 1:00-3:00 p.m.

California State Old - Time Fiddlers' Association 
President: Sharon Barrett -- texshar@pacbell.net
V. Pres. : Bill Whitfield – anita.marley49@gmail.com 
Secretary: Josie Rosica – rosica.justjosie@gmail.com
Treasurer: Robert Curtis – rocurtis@gatewayacceptance.com
Membership: Charley Oveland – croveland@sbcglobal.net
Editor: Bruce Goble – brucegoble@hotmail.com

District 1: Mary McCluskey -- carpevita93401@yahoo.com
District 2: VACANT
District 3: Gayel Pitchford -- captgayel@cybersurfers.net 
District 4: Pat Nelson -- rpnelson@pacbell.net
District 5: Doug Dempster — hwy95@hotmail.com
District 6: Tex Ash -- texshar@pacbell.net
District 7: Avery Ellisman – Avery@familyfiddlecamp.com
District 8: Charletta Erb – charlettaerb@gmail.com
District 9: Ruth Oveland -- roveland@sbcglobal.net
District 10: Mike Drayton – mdrayton@sonic.net 
District 14: Gail Philipp – georgephilipp@juno.com

State Officers BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

District Websites
State – http://csotfa.org/
District 1: www.orovilleoldtimefiddlers.com
District 2:
District 3:  www.tehachapifiddlers.org
District 4:
District 5:  www.csotfa5.com
District 6:  www.northstatefiddlers.com
District 7:  www.sandiegofiddler.org  
District 8:
District 9:  www.csotfa9.org
District 10:  www.csotfa10.org
District 14:

mailto:charlettaerb@gmail.com
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